
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October: Opal -Dahlia 

October is Economic & Community Development Month 

 

Upcoming Luncheon Meeting… 

October 7 – Furman  

October 14 – NO MEETING (Columbus Day)  

October 21 – Gardiner 

Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. 

October 28 – Ghorpade 

 

Expected Speakers and Forthcoming Events, 

October… 

October 7  – Lou Potinyak 

October 21 – Russ Chomiak’s encounters in Ukraine 

October 28 – Jennifer Konnan on allergies 
 
 

Recap of Events from the Month of September 
Krown Prints’ Speakers Corner – Tips, lesson, and punchline from the club’s luncheon speakers (Pg. 2) 
 

Richard S. Sperry – “WWII – PACIFIC JAPAN’S GAMBLE” 

Russ Chomiak – “WOODSTOCK Summer of 69 (August 15, 16, & 17)” 

Dave Montalvo – “HOW KING OF PRUSSIA CAME TO BE” 

 

Highlights from the Month of September: (Pg. 3) 
 

A Time to Share Some Personal Stories 

Giving Back to the Community 

A Recap Covering Upper Merrion’s Smoke Alarm Installation Efforts 

Monthly Honorees 

 
Birthdays:  
Ulrich Rimrott                   Oct 1 

Kevin Katarynick              Oct 6 

Frank Nolan                       Oct 16 

Jeff Guzy                           Oct 22 

Barry Fry                           Oct 29 

Anniversaries:  
Kevin and Linda Katarynick Oct 24 

 
Service Anniversaries:  
Marianne Furman        4 Years   

Fred Giuffrida                         32 Years 

 

 

 
                                      



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWII – PACIFIC JAPAN’S GAMBLE 
Richard S. Sperry, President – History 500, LLC 

 

The Historian, Richard Sperry shared a gist, yet an in-

depth knowledge, about America's battles in the Pacific 

Ocean during World War II (May 1942 - February 1943). 

To capture the Australian line and islands in the 

Polynesia rim, the Japanese gambled on many fronts, 

Richard presented. It was expected that Japan would 

have been easily overwhelmed by Allied forces in the 

Pacific. However, the battles between the Americans, 

headed by Admiral Ernest J King, and the Japanese, 

headed by Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, were 

seemingly closed calls. We recollected our thoughts on 

notable battles like the Coral Sea and Ironbottom 

Sound. In the end, the battle of Guadalcanal proved to 

be the turning point when the Japanese tasted and 

sensed defeat in the Pacific world. Through these 

clashing battles, America saved the Australian Lifeline, 

as well as Hawaii. WOODSTOCK Summer of 69 (August 15, 16, & 17) 

Russ Chomiak, King of Prussia Rotary Club 
 

Since he had been featured in the Philadelphia Inquirer 

newspaper, your very own, Ross Chomiak took the 

time to share his experience and passion about 

Woodstock. Woodstock was a music and art festival. It 

was billed for peace while featuring 32 of the most 

iconic musicians in the history of American music. Do 

you want to know the cool stuff from Woodstock, 69? 

Getting there was a trip; one could feel miles and miles 

of happy campers; boosting that the event hoarded 

50,000 was an understatement (people attending were 

approximately 500,000); it was an easy-going and do 

your own thing crowd; babies were born during this 3-

day festival; and the rain came, and folks also had mud 

baths. The real lesson here is amazing things can 

happen when people join in the spirit of peace, love, 

and music. That was the spirit of the Woodstock 

encounter! 

HOW KING OF PRUSSIA CAME TO BE 
Dave Montalvo, President of the King of Prussia 

Historical Society 

 

Without any doubt, we were honored to receive many 

history lessons from our respective speakers who 

presented during the month of September 2019. Dave 

Montalvo, President of the King of Prussia Historical 

Society was no excuse. He shared how our town came 

to be established and settled. Truly, it is always a good 

thing to preserve our past to enlighten our future. 

KOP’S SPEAKERS CORNER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A TIME TO SHARE SOME PERSONAL 

STORIES 

King of Prussia Rotary Club 
 

Before we got bombarded by history lessons from our 

speakers during September, the club took the time to 

have some fun. This was the time members gave some 

stories about themselves that were unknown to many 

in the club. It was a great time to learn about people's 

professional and amateur talents. For instance, the club 

is blessed to have a professional diver and mountain 

climber, folks who hold transitions between career-

focused and social impact jobs, those who entertain, 

and those with amazing things on their bucket list. Yes, 

members of the club are awesome in every way in the 

meaningful things they do or the persona they hold. 

Keep rocking! 

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 

 

The club donated to some campaigns during 

September.  For example, King of Prussia Rotary Club 

was pleased to donate $1000 to ShelterBox, a disaster 

relief organization, and to supported other drives with 

minority enterprises. 

A RECAP COVERING UPPER MERRION’S 

SMOKE ALARM INSTALLATION EFFORTS 

King of Prussia Rotary Club 

 
Since the start of 2019 until now, Upper Merion 

Township Fire and EMS Department has successfully 

executed three Smoke Alarm installations in the 

Township. The goal has been to install free smoke 

alarms and replace batteries. Overall, the Department 

has installed 1,033 smoke alarms, replaced 375 batteries 

in existing alarms, and educated over 925 residents in 

smoke alarm handling and operations. The installation 

campaigns were carried out respectively in April, June, 

and August in the respective communities of 

Swedesburg, and Swedeland. The Fire Department 

remains thankful to its staff and partners and volunteers 

like the Red Cross and King of Prussia Volunteers. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER 


